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BERKE EHEE MEE BRIE REBE

Ethnic differences in domestic violence and victimized women’s
help-seeking behaviors

CHiu-YinG CHeN!, FrRank T.Y. WaNG>", MEer Hsun LiN°,
TrA-JANG YaNG*, FUNG-CHANG SUNG!

Objectives: To investigate the ethnic difference in domestic violence and the help-secking
behaviors of victims in aboriginal townships. Methods: An in-home survey was conducted in two
aboriginal villages of Nan-Tou County in 2002. Complete interviews with 432 women, from 1200
randomly selected households, aged 16-65 years addressed socio-demographics, frequency and
types of domestic violence against them, and help-seeking behaviors in the past year. A sample of
335 women aged 31-65 years was analyzed. Results: Overall, 31.6% women experienced domes-
tic violence and 13.1% experienced physical abuse. The rates for the aboriginal group were higher
than those for Han; and the odds ratios were 2.8 (95% C.1.=1.6-5.0) and 7.6 (95% C.1.=2.3-25.1),
respectively. More than one-third of victims did not adopt any help-seeking behaviors. Conclusions:
It appears that aboriginal women are at greater risk of physical violence than their Han counterparts.
This study suggests further research on an area of social and health disparity for ethnic minorities.
(Taiwan J Public Health. 2006,25(1):65-74)

Key Words: domestic violence, alcoholism, ethnicity, help-seeking behaviors
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